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<Abstract>
Is It Our Translation Fit for Teaching and Preaching?

Dr. Edesio Sanchez

(United Bible Societies America Area Translation Consultant)

When dealing with the so-called indigenous languages (“American Indian
languages” in our part of the world), the issue of presenting a translation suitable for
exegetical work and, thus, for teaching and preaching, becomes a real problem.

Normally, a literal translation from the biblical languages could be a way to solve
the problem. But, nowadays, almost all Bible translation, done by UBS teams
follow the principle of dynamic or functional equivalence translations. This paper
has the aim of showing that when a translation pays careful attention to literary and
stylistic features, as well as the discourse unit, a meaning base translation can
become base text for exegesis and proclamation.

Through different examples taken especially from the OT, this paper shows how a
dynamic translation can solve some of the problems face if it includes literary and
stylistic analysis.

The paper also presents an approach to exegesis that has been a great help with
students who have little academic training, and will not be able to use Hebrew and
Greek texts nor the highly specialized exegetical tools used in Universities and
Theological Seminaries. By doing this, the paper also exposes some of the
deficiencies of the traditional Historical Critical Method and shows how helpful it is
to learn and follow the New Literary analysis, also known as Rhetorical Criticism.

Key to this method is the use of basic tools the Biblical text copied on a sheet of
paper, pencils or markers in different colors and two main expertise: observation
and the ability of asking sound questions. As an example of this method, Exodus
3:1-15 and 2 Kings 5 are used to show how convenient it becomes for the task of

preaching and teaching the Bible.
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